WHY I GIVE: DONOR STORYTELLING
Welcome to Floodlight, The Denver Foundation’s storytelling portal.
Floodlight is a place where community gathers to share and experience powerful narratives and images about
Metro Denver, the place we all home. Through stories that celebrate generous donors, highlight leading-edge
philanthropy, and explore the work of inspiring nonprofit organizations, Floodlight reflects our commitment to
building a better future for everyone.
We invite our donors to participate in Floodlight as contributors. By submitting original writing and photography,
you can shine a light on organizations and issues that matter deeply to you. You can share your family’s philosophy
of giving, or your company’s strategic approach to meeting its charitable goals. By sharing tips and lessons learned,
you can advance the field of charitable giving in Metro Denver and beyond. You never know who you might inspire.

Why I Give: Storytelling
Every month, Floodlight will feature donor-submitted profiles about what motivates their giving, who inspires
them, what organizations they support and why, and what role philanthropy place in their life. These will be
modeled on “Why I Give,” which appears in every issue of The Denver Foundation’s bi-annual print magazine,
GIVE.
If you would like to submit a “Why I Give” profile to Floodlight, we ask the following:
•

Submissions should be between 300-800 words and submitted in MS Word or Google format.

•

Please include at least one, high-quality photo (JPEG format preferred) and include names and titles of anyone
pictured.

•

Please email materials to floodlight@denverfoundation.org.

Once we receive your submission, we will reach out with any questions or suggested edits. If we make changes, you
will have the opportunity to review the final version before it is posted.

Why I Give: Interview
•

If you have a great story to share but would rather be interviewed by a member of The Denver Foundation staff,
please let us know and we’ll be happy to arrange a meeting or telephone call.

•

Please feel free to email floodlight@denverfoundation.org or call Laura Bond at 303.996.6490 to discuss ideas.

Turn the page for tips and ideas to get you started.

denverfoundation.org

SOME IDEAS TO GET YOU STARTED
Each “Why I Give” profile should be between 300-800 words and include information that allows readers to
connect with you (or the person being featured, if you’re writing about someone else). Be sure to share any
connections to The Denver Foundation. Feel free to write in a traditional text format, or to follow the Q&A style
below.
The following questions may be helpful as story starters. Please feel free to email floodlight@denverfoundation.org
or call Laura Bond at 303.996.6490 to discuss ideas.
Background
•

Are you a Denver native? If not, where are you from and how long have you been here?

•

In what neighborhood do you live?

•

What are your primary philanthropic/community associations?

Approach to Philanthropy
•

What does philanthropy mean to you?

•

What inspires you to be charitable?

•

What motivates your passion for [XYZ issue/cause]?

•

Is philanthropy a family affair in your life?

•

How has your philanthropic activity enhanced or changed your life?

•

Tell us about a time you saw the impact of your giving in action?

•

As a partner to The Denver Foundation, you help us build a better future for everyone. Why is this important or
meaningful to you?

Organization Spotlight
•

What’s an organization you support, what’s its mission, and why do you support its work?

•

What’s an example of the organization’s impact?

•

What else would you like fellow donors to know about the organization?

